Intellectual Property Guidelines for the TRY Plant Trait Database
(Jena, 23.07.2018, to come into effect with TRY version 5.0)

The following guidelines apply to issues of data ownership and intellectual property for the
TRY Plant Trait Database (in the following named ‘TRY Database’). The TRY Database is a
product of the TRY initiative, a network of vegetation scientists aiming at making plant trait
data available to the scientific community (www.try-db.org).

1) Status of data contributed to the TRY Database

Plant trait data in the TRY Database are public under the Creative Commons Attribution
License ‘CC BY’ (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

TRY accepts an embargo period of two years after these guidelines are in place or after the
date new datasets are formally incorporated in the TRY Database. In justified cases (e.g.
finalization of a PhD) the embargo period can be extended by two years (to a total of four
years) by the TRY Steering Committee. After the end of the embargo period, these data will
also become public under the Creative Commons Attribution License ‘CC BY’.

An individual that directly contributes data to the TRY Database is called a custodian. A
custodian may be a person who collected or aggregated the original data or may act as a
representative of all individual contributors in a collective dataset or as a representative of
an organization (such as the Royal Botanical Gardens - Kew) that collected or aggregated the
data. The custodian will be informed each time her/his data are requested, unless she/he
decides not to be informed. It will be the custodian’s responsibility to solve intellectual
property rights and authorship rules within the group of contributors. TRY will not take
responsibility for data mishandling on the part of the custodians. Intellectual property rights
in the data remain with the data custodian.

During the embargo period the custodian can restrict data availability and/or request
involvement in publications, which are using these data. It is not allowed to redistribute
restricted trait data received via TRY, unless expressly permitted by the respective data
custodian(s). During the embargo period TRY offers two states of restricted data availability:
(1) Restricted, with permission by default: these data are available without the need for
specific permission in case of each individual data request. The TRY database management
will inform the custodian. If permission is not withdrawn within two weeks, it will be
assumed that the custodian has given permission to make these data available for the
request in question. (2) Restricted, permission required in each case: explicit permission is
necessary in each case before the data can be made available. The TRY database
management will inform the custodian, who has two weeks to provide the permission.

Names of the datasets contributed to TRY, names of contributors, names of species and
traits, definitions of traits, sampling location and date are public under the Creative
Commons Attribution License ‘CC BY’.

2) Data Requests to the TRY Database

Individuals or groups of individuals that would like to use plant trait data via the TRY
database submit a request via the TRY website (www.try-db.org/TryWeb/Prop0.php) with
list of selected traits and species (or the requested dataset). They are encouraged to provide
title and brief information about their project (this does not need to be extensive, but should
allow the custodians to understand the questions at hand, and TRY to gather statistics of the
kinds of projects it serves).

All custodians whose data are involved in the request will be informed, if they wish so.

If the request asks for trait data under embargo the respective custodians will have two
weeks to provide or withdraw permission (see paragraph on embargo above).



The requested data will become available as soon as possible after the request has been
submitted. In case of requests asking for public data only, this will in general be one or two
working days after submission of the request. In case of requests asking for public and
restricted data, this will be at least two weeks after submission of the request. These
turnover times are indicative only and can be subject to delays under special circumstances.

Title, short information about the request, names of the Pl and Co-PIs and names of
requested traits and species will be published on the TRY website.

3) Requirements for products that involve trait data received via the TRY Database

Any product that involves data under the Creative Commons Attribution License ‘CC BY’
must provide appropriate credit. Following the ‘Joint Declaration of Data Citation Principles’
this involves citation of the data sources, and these data citations should ‘facilitate giving
scholarly credit and normative and legal attribution to all contributors to the data’
(https://doi.org/10.25490/a97f-egyk).

Any product that involves trait data received via the TRY Database therefore needs to cite
the references of the datasets as contributed to TRY and the standard reference of the TRY
Database. In the context of peer-reviewed publications these citations should be
accountable by indexing services like Google Scholar or the Science Citation Index (SCl).

If data received during their embargo period have been used in analyses, the respective
custodians need to be invited to contribute to the development of manuscript/s, if they had
indicated this at the time of data request.

In case of publications that rely on a significant amount of public plant trait data received via
TRY, or if a research could not be completed without a specific dataset or would be notably
compromised, it is strongly recommended to consider inviting the respective data
custodian(s) and the TRY database management for collaboration and authorship.

Sending invitations for co-authorship at early stages of manuscript preparation is strongly
recommended, so valid suggestions by co-authors can be accommodated. Co-authorship
should be offered to those who respond to this invitation and subsequent updates within a
timely fashion with a significant contribution.

The standard reference of the TRY Database is currently:

Kattge, J, Bonisch, G, Diaz, S, et al. TRY plant trait database — enhanced coverage and open
access. Glob Change Biol. 2020; 26: 119— 188. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14904

3) General comments

Any issues not contemplated in these guidelines will be considered by the Steering
Committee of the TRY initiative (https://www.try-db.org/TryWeb/Board.php).
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